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TO ALL OUR GOURD FRIENDS  

‘ROUND THE CLUBHOUSE  

 
 
MAY Meeting Notes: 
 
Our May meeting:     
 
The t-shirts and totes were purchased and 
the club members were given first pick at 
purchasing them.    
It was reported that the club donates the 
drinks during classes to the Leiser festival 
and the proceeds from the sale of the drinks 
go to the Knights Landing Library. 
Patti & Lynda finished putting together the 
gourd quilts and even had some left over to 
make some small hangings.  We discussed 
future projects with the quilts and decided 
on 4 themes:  Pink, California, Nature, and 
small 2x2 squares.  We were then given the 
opportunity to sign up for one or more of the 
themes. 
Patti & Lynda have a lot of birdhouse 
gourds left over from when they had a kids 

booth at the Folsom Festival.  It was decided 
that at the June meeting we would craft bird 
houses to be donated to the Folsom Water 
District. 
Mark your calendars – April 2012 will be 
the next Baskets and Gourd Containers of 
our Culture in Visalia. 
Show and Tell pictures are at the back of 
this newsletter. 
 
 

Zgourdminer Website 
 
The club website is under construction and 
will be available soon. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Classes and Demonstrations:  Look for 
information soon on possible class offerings 
from Celtic Gourds, Cookie Hansen, Toni 
Best and a painting class from Billie Pass; 
plus a demo of woodburning pen tips in 
August from the Caning shop and Lynda.  
Not only will there be a demo of 
woodburning with the different tips, you 
will be able to try them for yourselves. 
** The Gourd Gallery  in Lucerne is 
holding monthly demonstrations and classes.  
Here is a partial listing of the upcoming 
events: 
June 12 - Demonstration of Alcohol ink on a 
gourd.. 
June 26 – Alcohol Ink Class ($25.00…all 
supplies included) 
July 10 – Demonstration Gourd Rattle 
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July 24 – Gourd Rattle Class ($30.00…all 
supplies included) 
August 14 – Demo Pine Needle Rim on a 
gourd 
August 28 – Pine Needle Class ($25.00…all 
supplies included) 
Contact the Gourd Gallery at either 707-
274-2356 or thegourdgallery@yahoo.com 
for further information. 
 
Festivals: 
** Davis Ranch/Sloughhouse Festival 
September 18 and 19, 2010 
We are looking forward to having a club 
booth again this year. Please consider 
showing some of your work to represent our 
club. There will be sign-up sheets to help 
out at the booth in our upcoming meetings. 
For more details about the festival and pre-
fest classes, go to the Davis Ranch website:  
http://www.davisranchproduce.com/, then 
under Upcoming Events, click on Gourd 
Festival. 
** Folsom Fine Arts & Gourd Festival: 
September 25 and 26, 2010 
This year the festival admission will be free!  
They are working on getting the parking for 
free also, but no news yet.  First Step Sports 
Marketing Group is managing the festival 
this year.  The website is 
http://www.folsomfineartsfestival.com/ .   
 
 

Notes from our Vice President: 

Patti Brown shared the following 
information at the patch leaders meeting in 
Visalia… 
“Z Gourd Miners was established by Ann 
Mitchell in 1994. Since then we have 
maintained our goal of fostering and 
spreading the knowledge and love of gourds 
in a caring environment. Our group started 
out small and has grown to 68 members 
strong!! Our success is contributed to our 
wonderful members; some of which drive 

many miles each way to attend every month! 
We originated at Zittles Gourd Farm and 
have since moved to Folsom Water District 
– in the little red schoolhouse.  The 
committee consists of Lynda Chipman – 
President, Patti Brown – Vice President; Bill 
Wilson – Secretary; Diane Pavey-Bentley – 
Newsletter.  Our meetings are every 2nd 
Saturday of the month from 10am-3pm. Our 
motto is to promote learning, creativity, and 
a passion for gourds.  
At each meeting we discuss projects that we 
are currently working on and any upcoming 
events. After the business is all finished, we 
have our show and tell! We share 
techniques, products, new tools and of 
course gourd art. We also discuss what 
doesn’t work. Afterwards, we either have a 
demo or a class. On occasion, we will have a 
special guest at our meetings for a class or 
demo; we recently welcomed Clint Appelt to 
demo ropes on gourds. We also get together 
with the Foothill Gourders for potluck 
lunch; many of the foothill members have 
joined our group as well. 
We are currently working on two traveling 
gourds within the group; and, we have just 
completed the gourd squares for our quilts. 
In addition to our monthly projects we also 
have our annual Christmas Gourdament 
Exchange party. Everyone makes a gourd-
ornament which is then collected for a good 
old-fashioned game of ‘White Elephant.’ 
We also do a few charitable projects. Last 
year we worked with the Foothill Gourders 
to make gourdaments to give as gifts to 
WEAVE and to several different nursing 
homes. Next we plan to make birdhouses to 
give to the Water Conservation Group where 
our meetings are held. 
We currently participate in two gourd 
festivals: Leiser’s Gourd Festival in May 
and Davis Ranch Gourd Festival in 
September. At each festival we will have a 
booth promoting our group as well as selling 
the groups gourd art. We are also putting 
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together a design for t-shirts and totes that 
we will be selling at our booth. In March we 
give away three free classes for the pre-fest 
classes at Leiser Farms in May. 
We are proud to have Sylvia Nelson, who is 
now the CGS president, as part of our group. 
We welcome any new members who share 
the love of gourding and we look forward to 
what the future brings.” 
 

Leiser’s Festival Recap 

The 8th Annual Gourd Festival at Leiser 
Farms was held on Saturday May 15th and 
Sunday May 16th, with classes held on 
Wednesday May 12th, Thursday May 13th 
and Friday May 14th.  

The weather couldn’t have been better.  
Cool in the morning and warming up in the 
afternoon, with a slight breeze. Music, great 
art, art contests and lots of gourds. 

We had a full booth of wonderful art 
available for sale this year. The raffle in our 
Club booth sold $188 in raffle tickets.  The 
t-shirts and totes were a big success.  We 
sold about $275.00, mostly during the pre-
fest classes.   

Other News  
 
New Website:  Arizona Gourds is 
sponsoring a new web site for gourders – 
Gourd Art Enthusiasts.  The link is 
http://gourdartenthusiasts.ning.com/.   
 
This site is currently free to anyone who 
wishes to sign up.  It is “dedicated to gourd 
crafters, artists and gourd art fans”.  It is a 
fun site that includes many discussion 
topics, shared photos and events from all 
over.  It is similar to face book in that you 
can share information, have your own page, 
join discussions, and make comments on 
other’s entries.  It is a place to find lots of 

good information and to get help and/or 
suggestions if you are having a problem 
with your current project.  Try it – you’ll get 
hooked! 
 
New Gourd Patch:  A new patch is forming 
in the Yuba City area and they are planning 
to hold their meetings at Leiser Farms. The 
meetings will be held on the third Saturday 
of each month.  The first meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 19th.  More 
information will be forthcoming. 

 

GOURD HINTS AND TIPS 

 
 

Repairing Cracks in a Gourd 
Excerpt from Dyan Mai Peterson’s book, 
The Decorated Gourd... 
“…drill a small hole at both ends of the 
crack to prevent the crack from spreading 
any further.  Then apply the (wood) putty 
with a putty knife and smooth it.  Cracks can 
also be repaired with a stitching or lacing 
method, similar to tying your shoes with 
laces, and be incorporated into the design as 
an embellishment.  Many different types of 
threads, cords, and leather may be used…”

The newsletter and the club website can be a valuable resource for all of us. If you have any hints or 
tips to share please call or email me: Diane Pavey-Bentley 916-682-4113 or dpb10388@yahoo.com 
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YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 
Lynda Chipman, President 916-729-6392 lyndachipman@yahoo.com 
Patti Brown, Treasurer 916-989-2476 sugarbare@sbcglobal.net 
Bill Wilson, Secretary 503-265-4562 wm.cswilson@gmail.com 
Diane Pavey-Bentley, 
Newsletter Editor 

916-682-4113 
 

dpb10388@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Show & Tell May 2010 Meeting 
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2010 Leiser Gourd Festival 

Wednesday Classes and Raffle Tickets 


